
By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
When the light rail line on

University Ave. opens next year,
there will be 15 Metro Transit
Police Officers patrolling it.

The officers will do more
than ride the trains and check
fares. They will also actively pa-
trol the stations and work to
build relationships with riders.

According to Metro Transit
Police Department Chief John
Harrington, ridership studies
have shown that people feel the
most at risk when they are on a
platform waiting for a train or
bus transfer.

Since assuming leadership of
Metro Transit’s police officers a

year ago, Harrington has worked
to change the philosophy of the
department, and with that address
85 recommendations for change
made by the Upper Midwest Com-
munity Policing Institute before
his tenure. He doesn’t want to see
officers merely react to crime
when it happens. He wants them

to help prevent it by operating as
neighborhood beat cops.

OFFICERS ADDED
To accomplish that goal, he has
been adding more staff.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By JAN WILLMS
On Sept. 15, from 11am un-

til 6pm, pedestrians will be able
to explore University Avenue in a
way they never have before.

“It’s the one day this year
that people actually will be able
to walk up and down University
Avenue and see the street in a
way they never can,” said Sean
McDonnell, a public relations
specialist with McDonnell and
Co. McDonnell has been work-
ing  with the Green Line, the
light rail scheduled to run along
University Ave. from Lowertown
in St. Paul to the West Bank of
Minneapolis.

For the first time, Open
Streets will be held in Saint Paul.
It is a day for everyone on bike or
foot to come out and enjoy play-
ing in the streets, with no motor-
ized vehicles allowed.

The event is modeled after
the Ciclovia of Bogota, Colum-
bia. The Ciclovia originated there
nearly 40 years ago, and to this
day every Sunday is designated as

an Open Street day, where fami-
lies and friends can gather and
enjoy activities.

McDonnell has been work-
ing with Natalie Judd, a market-
ing coordinator for MOD & Co.,
on promoting businesses along
University Avenue during the
light rail construction. 

“We have been working on
advertising and a visitor’s guide
and promotion of business own-
ers,” Judd explained.  She said
they were approached by the City
of Saint Paul to put together the
first Open Streets. The event has
been previously held in several
locations in Minneapolis. 

“We were awarded a grant
from Blue Cross Blue Shield
(BCBS), and we got the city and
neighborhood organizations to
assist,” Judd said.

“St. Paul Open Streets is one
of 15 Open Streets events BCBS
is funding throughout the state
in 2013,” added McDonnell. He
said it is part of the organiza-
tion’s efforts to promote an ac-
tive and healthier lifestyle.

As part of its Green Line
project, Mod & Co. has divided
University Avenue into sections
of existing neighborhoods and
business districts. The same is be-
ing done for Open Streets, which
will feature an auto-free zone
from Marion to Hamline along
University Avenue. The 2.3 mile
stretch will feature businesses
and events along the Midway,
Historic Rondo, Historic Frog-
town and Little Mekong.

“I think what is also unique
to this Open Streets event is that
three stages will be featuring per-
formances,” said Judd.  She said

neighborhood organizations are
highly involved. 

There will be dance groups
performing, Tae Kwon Do exhibi-
tions and yoga classes in the
streets. An Hour Car will be on
site. The St. Paul Bike Coalition
will feature a bike safety class
and a bike rodeo. Lowertown
Bike Shop will provide a bike
“first aid” station.

Urban Boatbuilders will

have one of its boats on display.
Works by local Hmong artists
will be shown, and several works
of art by local artists for the Arti-
fy Hamline Station will be com-
missioned.

Open Streets visitors will be
able to walk through a Metro
Transit bus and also learn more
about riding the Green Line safely.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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If you aren’t a Monitor Facebook friend, 
you might have missed this last month:

Metro Transit Police Department ready to ride
Under Chief John Harrington, department to add beat cops on Central Corridor

Exploring the new University 
Avenue with Open Streets

An advocate of community policing, Metro Transit Police Chief John Har-
rington plans to add 15 beat cops to patrol the Green Line train stations.
According to Harrington, ridership studies have shown that people feel the
most at risk when they are on a platform waiting for a train or bus transfer.
(Photo by Stefanie Berres)

Master Gardener Diagnostic Clinic • 16th Annual Japanese Lantern Festival • Groovin’ In The
Garden events • St. Christopher’s car wash fundraiser • Police Dept community meeting •
Weekly music events at Como Park • Voting on the Forever St. Paul Challenge • Tutors need-
ed for St. Paul students • German Immersion School moves into Como • New food fare at the
State Fair • Dist 10 welcomes new members • Library Acts of Culture event at Merriam Park
Library • City puts out call to water boulevard trees • Little Free Library opens at JMT Subs •
Café 99 applies for wine/beer license • Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser • Tech Dump for Troop
51629 • Adieu Summer Concert • Native Plant Garden Cleanup • Bike Library Celebration •
Jehovah Lutheran Rally Day with free pancake breakfast • New giraffe at Como Park Zoo •
Public hearing on demolition of 1485 Hamline • HU Law named as national “Best Value”

For the first time, Open Streets will be held in Saint Paul on Sept. 15. It is
a day for everyone on bike or foot to come out and enjoy playing in the
streets, with no motorized vehicles allowed.



By JANE MCCLURE
One of the Midway’s oldest

and once-active churches will be
going through a merger this fall
and shutting its doors. Knox Pres-
byterian Church, 1536 W. Min-
nehaha Ave., is going through the
final steps of a merger with North
Como Presbyterian Church.

The merger will be a change
for members of both churches and
for members of two other congre-
gations Knox hosts. It also means
that Knox’s distinctive Prairie-style
church building will be put up for
sale. The last service at Knox will
be Nov. 17 and will include a
restaging of a longtime church tra-
dition, a roast beef dinner. Mem-
bers and friends will share memo-
ries and enjoy looking at pictures
and displays before leaving the
building one last time.

Knox was founded in Septem-
ber of 1890. Its current building
dates from 1914. While the build-
ing is cited in architectural histo-
ries of St. Paul and the neighbor-
hood, it doesn’t have any designat-
ed historic status.

While members of the two
congregations have enjoy getting
to know one another over the past
several months, and are working
to make the transition a smooth
one, the change is nonetheless a
sad one for Knox’s members who
are remembering longtime friends
and past days. The congregation
had about 900 members at its
peak in post-World War II years; it
now is down to about 70 people.

“Our congregation has be-
come too small to support our
building,” said Laurie Reis. She is
one of the Knox members who
has worked on the merger. The
process of determining Knox’s fu-
ture has taken about two years.

Knox members had initially
hoped to find another church that
wanted to merge with them, but
the governing body of the Twin
Cities Presbyterian churches didn’t

see that as an option. Instead,
Knox will sell its building after the
merger. Reis and others hope it
will be sold to another house of
worship. “We hope someone cares
as much about the building as we
have.” Knox not only has distinc-
tive architecture, it also has much
of its original woodwork and or-
nate stained glass windows.

Lois Nyman, who grew up in
the Midway and lived here for
many years, joined the church as a
child in 1930. She isn’t the
longest-tenured member. There is
another person who claims 1929
as a membership date.

While Nyman is sad to see
Knox leave its longtime home, she
said that the loss of longtime
members was a factor in the merg-
er. She has served on a Knox-
North Como committee that has
worked on the merger for several
months. Part of that process has
included attending each other’s
church services and learning about
each other.

“No two churches worship in
exactly the same way so there has
been a learning curve,” she said.
Nyman’s history with the church
goes back to the days of peak at-
tendance, when there had to be
two services to meet demand.

Nyman said what she will
miss most about Knox is its long-
time tradition of music. The
church is too small to have its own
choir. She led choirs for 42 years
as the church’s director of music.
At one time Knox had adult, pre-
school, children and youth choirs.

She also remembers when
the church had active younger
and older member “couples’
clubs” and of course, the famous
roast beef dinners. “The men
would prepare and serve the din-
ner, and the women would sell
baked goods and items they had
sewn and made,” Nyman said.

Reis joined the church in
1981, “which makes me a rela-
tive newcomer.” She notes that
many of the current members

live outside of the Midway area,
with many in Roseville. She is
one of the few who still lives in
the neighborhood; Nyman is
now in Roseville.

Nyman and Reis note that
one of the biggest changes for
Knox was when people became
more mobile. Many of the long-
time church members moved to
the suburbs. When Knox began
as a church, its members could
walk or take a streetcar to church,
but the lack of a church parking
lot has been an obstacle over the
years. The church opted not to
buy land for parking in the
1970s.

Knox currently houses two
other congregations in its build-
ing, a West African group and the
Mosaic congregation. There are
also community groups that rent
meeting space there. Reis said the
intent is for them to stay during
the transition and to encourage
any group that buys the building
to allow them to stay.
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MonitorMonitor Knox Presbyterian to merge with
North Como Presbyterian this fall

One of the Midway’s oldest and once-active churches will be going through a merger this fall and shutting its doors.
Knox Presbyterian Church, 1536 W. Minnehaha Ave., is going through the final steps of a merger with North Co-
mo Presbyterian Church. (Photo by Stefanie Berres)



Rapid bus for 
Snelling next year
Plans for bus rapid transit for
Snelling Ave. are drawing a gen-
erally favorable response, if re-
sults of recent open houses and
online comments are any indica-
tion. But members of a commu-
nity advisory committee working
with Metro Transit to help plan
what is now called the A Line are
worried that not enough people
are aware of the future bus serv-
ice.

Snelling Ave. is to be the site
of the Twin Cities’ first bus rapid
transit service, from Rosedale to
the 46th Street Station for Blue
Line (formerly Hiawatha) light
rail. The project, which has an es-
timated cost of $25 million, is
hoped to be up and running in
2014. 

Community Advisory Com-
mittee members met Aug. 21
with project staff. Concept design
is underway as are technical stud-
ies, said Metro Transit Project
manager Katie Routh. 

“We’re having to balance a
lot of competing interests,” she
said. “One of the challenges on
Snelling is that the street itself
has a lot of different users. There
are also a number of different
land uses that have to be consid-
ered.”

One worry that has been
raised is the potential loss of bus
stops. With bus rapid transit,
stops are one-quarter mile apart.
While the current Route 84 bus
would remain running after bus
rapid transit starts operations,
there are worries that some stops

will have less frequent service.
Another issue raised is that

more needs to be done to engage
college students from Macalester
College and Hamline University.
Student representatives on the
community advisory committee
have asked that outreach be done
during the upcoming school
year.

About 100 people attended
three July open houses to review
and comment on the bus plans.
Additional comments were made
online.

New zoning 
is approved
New industrial zoning standards
for St. Paul won approval Aug. 21
from the St. Paul City Council,
ending a process that has taken
several years. It is the first major
update to the city’s industrial reg-
ulations in more than 20 years.

The changes create a differ-
ent classification of industrial
zoning, called transitional indus-
trial for areas near residential
neighborhoods.  That zone and
other industrial districts will now
include design guidelines for
new industrial structures. The in-
tent is to not have large blank
walls facing streets and to make
structures more attractive. The
design guidelines had to be
worked out between district
councils in industrial areas and
the St. Paul Port Authority and
Midway and St. Paul Chambers
of Commerce.

Other changes more clearly
spell out the types of uses al-

lowed in the city’s various indus-
trial zone. One challenges has
been trying to accommodate the
growing number of churches and
charter schools that buy and
reuse industrial properties. While
those uses are attracted to areas
with large buildings and ample
off-street parking, one concern is
that those aren’t the same kind of
job-generating uses that new in-
dustry would bring.

The zoning changes will tie
into the pending the West Mid-
way Industrial Strategy, which
suggested future land uses and
transportation strategies for that
area. That report is pending be-
fore a Planning Commission
committee.

Recycling program
faces changes
Changes are needed to encourage
people to recycle and keep recy-
clables out of landfills in St.
Paul, so a series of changes will
be introduced starting next year.
Single-sort recycling, expanding
the types of plastics recycled at
curbside and increased education
about backyard composting are
proposed in 2014. That is year
one of a three-year plan to in-
crease curbside recycling. The
plan also includes stepped-up
outreach and public education
on recycling.

Three in four residents sur-
veyed want single-sort recycling,
with paper, cans, glass and plas-
tics in one bin. Currently papers
go in one bin and everything else
in another. In 2014 residents will

use the existing blue bins for sin-
gle-sort. In 2015 the city would
swap out blue bins for wheeled,
lidded carts similar to most
garbage cans. 

The recycling changes would
mean increasing the fee property
owners pay for recycling. For a
single-family home, the fees
would increase $13.48 in 2014,
with multi-family building fees
increasing $8.54.

Mayor Chris Coleman is bas-
ing his recommendations on a
recently completed Wilder Foun-
dation study, Recycle It Forward.
The year-long study included fo-
cus groups, postcard distribution,
interviews and surveys of more
than 1,000 city residents. 

The city faces challenges in
recycling outreach. Recycling
rates were lowest among single
adults, especially those with chil-
dren; immigrants, and residents
of color. Apartment residents and
young people, including stu-
dents, are other groups that need
to improve recycling habits.

Prior Crossing 
moves ahead
Prior Crossing, an apartment
building for homeless youth,
won with unanimous St. Paul
Housing and Redevelopment Au-
thority (HRA) approval Aug. 14
of up to $981,921 in federal
HOME funds and $118,079 in
Affordable Housing Trust funds.
The project is at 1949 University
Ave., just east of the Prior Ave. in-
tersection. The total project de-
velopment cost is $9,093,731.

Developer Beacon Interfaith
Housing Collaborative will re-
ceive the city funds only if it se-
cures all other needed financing
by Dec. 31, 2013. But the non-
profit developer could reapply in
the future.

An older commercial build-
ing will be torn down to make
way for the project. The building
isn’t believed to have historic sig-
nificance but it is undergoing re-
view to make sure that isn’t the
case.

City officials said that the
project will help a population
that struggles with homelessness
and is in a good location. The
project is right next to the
METRO Green Line light rail and
half a block from the Fairview
light rail station. 

Hamline-Midway Coalition
has recommended approval of
the project.

“This is a great project,” said
Ward 4 Council Member Russ
Stark. “It will meet a huge need.”
Residents, who will use on-site
supportive services, will be ages
18-25, many who have aged out
of the foster care system. Resi-
dents will get help with necessary
life skills and access to education
and job training. 

Offices and program opera-
tions will be located on the
ground floor of the development
with housing units located
above. Parking and outdoor
recreational amenities will be be-
hind the building, facing a com-
mercial/industrial area.

- Compiled by Jane McClure
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As integral as streets are to our
neighborhoods, few people have
the time or will to traverse the bu-
reaucracy often necessary to pro-
vide input on road construction
projects. 

Hamline Midway resident
Lars Christiansen is working to
change that by bringing the pub-
lic process directly to the people.  

The Friendly Streets Initiative
is an innovative approach to gath-
ering public input about major
street construction projects, and it
is quickly gaining momentum

throughout the city. 
The idea is to support neigh-

borhoods in hosting interactive
events that look more like block
parties than the often-drudging

civic procedure that typically goes
into road construction planning.  

Today, Friendly Streets is a
city wide initiative with backing
from the Central Corridor Fund -
ers Collaborative and Blue Cross
Blue Shield. Neighborhoods all
along the Central Corridor are
consulting Christiansen to host
their own block parties around
major street construction propos-
als.

Christiansen is currently
helping organize block parties for
neighbors along Pelham Ave. in
the Union Park neighborhood, as
well as residents near Raymond
Ave. in St. Anthony Park. Ray-
mond is currently undergoing
phase one of a three-part con-
struction project.

The idea originated in 2009
when Christiansen brought to-
gether a group of residents of the
Hamline Midway and Frogtown
neighborhoods to look at pro-

posed changes to Charles Ave. The
road was identified by the city as a
future bikeway to accommodate
bicyclists that would no longer
use University Ave. due to the ar-
rival of the light rail line.

“Our plan was [to] get ahead
of the city process and see what
people want before the city makes
decisions and deploy their more
conventional public meetings,”
Christiansen said.

Over the course of several
months, five Friendly Streets
Block Parties were held at differ-
ent spots along Charles Ave. 

The events drew hundreds of
participants. Large colorful draw-
ings hung between trees displayed
an array of possibilities for the
project. Residents could then dis-
cuss, evaluate and vote for ideas
they liked. Activities and games
offered a chance for residents of
all ages to get involved, and food
trucks offered free dinner. 

“A crucial aspect of what
these parties do is attract residents
to be involved in a planning
process that they otherwise would
not be involved in,” Christiansen
said.

It’s not just infrastructure
people are talking about, either.
One of the goals of these events is
to expand the collective imagina-
tion of what a street can be, Chris-
tiansen said.  This often involves
public art installments or other el-
ements that can give character and
identity to public spaces. 

“You can transform a street
into more than just a road,”
Christiansen said. 

It’s not just imaginative fun,
though. Christiansen, who is also
a professor of Urban Studies and
Sociology at Augsburg College,
formulates the data collected at
these events and translates it into
a report that becomes a powerful
bargaining tool for the communi-
ty to leverage in discussions with
city officials and contractors.

“That’s really crucial; that
there is some translation from
the street, so to speak, to deci-
sion makers,” Christiansen said.

(Kyle Mianulli is the communica-
tions coordinator for the Hamline
Midway Coalition.)
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This month, I’m going to pro-
vide an update on the South Co-
mo boundary change process,
share the next steps, and discuss
some ongoing challenges.

Earlier this year, the District
10 Como Community Council,
the District 6 Planning Council,
and St Paul City Council  all
took action to begin the work
necessary to change the bound-
ary between Districts 6 and 10
and move the South Como
neighborhood to District 10, ef-
fective Jan. 1, 2014.

The Process
At our April board meeting, the
District 10 Council created an ad

hoc committee to review and
propose changes to our organi-
zation’s by-laws to enable the
change to occur on Jan. 1.  The
major by-law change required
will be to change our service
boundaries and evaluate
changes to our sub-district
boundaries (the geographic divi-
sions within District 10).  Since

April, three current District 10
residents and three South Como
residents have reviewed demo-
graphic and other neighbor-
hood information, developed
dozens of sub-district boundary
scenarios, and explored other
by-law changes.  

The Como Park community,
including current District 10 res-

idents as well as South Como
residents,  is  invited to learn
about and comment on the
committee’s work at a public
meeting on Wed., Sept. 25 at
7pm at St. Timothy Lutheran
Church (1465 Victoria St. N. at
Nevada). At the meeting, the
committee will  review their
process,  share recommenda-

tions, and answer questions.  

The Next Steps
Following this meeting, the com-
mittee will present their final rec-
ommendations to the District 10
Council in October, with adop-
tion planned in November. Our
current plan is to hold any spe-
cial elections required by the
change in December, allowing
new board members to take of-
fice in January and ensure that
time-sensitive work, especially
city zoning and similar matters,
can continue uninterrupted.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Friendly Streets: paving the way for public engagement

News from District 11
BY KYLE MIANULLI, HAMLINE MIDWAY COALITION - DISTRICT COUNCIL 11

Residents vote for possible improvement options on Raymond Ave in St. An-
thony Park, at the first of two Friendly Streets Block Parties planned to
gather input for that construction project.

South Como boundary change update

Como Community Council Corner
JON KNOX, BOARD CHAIR OF THE DISTRICT 10 COMO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
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GET READY FOR FALL
By DEBORAH BROTZ 

While you’re still enjoying
the warm, sunny days of sum-
mer, fall is right around the cor-
ner. It’s not too early to be think-
ing about what you need to do
to get your home and garden
ready for winter. 

After the June 21-22 storms,
there were 600 fallen trees. Al-
though we didn’t have a lot of
hot days with temperatures in
the 90’s until the end of August,
we didn’t get much rain either.
This has caused lawns to become
yellow and brown and trees to
become stressed. So between our
home and our yards, there’s
much to get ready for this fall.

HOME & GARAGE
Gutters and Downspouts
• Clean gutters and drain pipes

and be sure they drain away
from the house. Drain outside
faucets.

• Be sure water is not coming
down behind gutters and that
all support brackets are securely
in place.

• Check to ensure water drains
properly and doesn’t pool. 

Windows and Doors
• Change summer screens to

cool weather storm windows
and doors.

• Inspect and repair any loose or
damaged window or door
frames.

• Install weather stripping or
caulking around windows and
doors.

• Clean and lubricate garage
door hinges, rollers, and tracks
and be sure screens are tight.

• Remove window air-condition-
ers or put weatherproof covers
on them.

Heating Systems
• Replace the filter in your fur-

nace.
• Have a heating professional

check your heating system.
• Clean your ducts to better

your heating system’s efficien-
cy.

• Clean your thermostat’s heat
sensor, contact points, and
contacts. Lubricate hot water
heater’s pump and motor.

Bleed air from radiators or
convectors.

• Drain hot water heater. Remove
sediment from the bottom of
the tank.

Plumbing
• To prevent pipes from freezing

and bursting, ensure that the
pipes, as well as the wall cavi-
ties where they reside, are well
insulated.

• Be sure that you know how to
locate and turn off the water
shut-off valve in case pipes
freeze.

Chimney and Fireplace
• Have a certified chimney sweep

inspect and clean the flues and
check your fireplace damper. 

• Test your fireplace flue for a
tight seal when closed.

• Install a carbon monoxide
alarm near the fireplace and
furnace.

Attic Ventilation
• Be sure attic insulation doesn’t

cover ventilation vents in the
eaves to prevent winter ice
dams on the roof.

• Be sure ridge vents and vents at
eaves are free of plants and de-
bris.

• Check bird and rodent screens
for attic vents to prevent any
unwanted guests.

Roof
• Check roof and around vents,

skylights and chimneys for
leaks. 

LAWN & GARDEN
Lawn Care
• Fertilize cool season grasses

such as Kentucky bluegrass,
fine fescue, and perennial
ryegrass.

• Eliminate broadleaf weeds
such as dandelions, broadleaf
plantain, and ground ivy
with weed killer.

• Continue mowing every week
or so until grass has stopped
growing.

• Lay seed so that your lawn
gets a head start in the
spring. Cover the seeds light-
ly with straw or mulch to
protect from feeding birds.

• Dethatch or aerate, or do
both to reduce thatch, a layer
of dead grass stems and roots
that build up faster than they
can decompose, accumulat-
ing on top of the soil layer

and reducing water penetra-
tion to the roots.

• Run all gas-powered lawn
equipment until the fuel tank
is empty. 

Trees & Shrubs
The City of St. Paul Forestry De-
partment is asking residents to
water trees, both private and pub-
lic, because of our hot and dry
weather. The continued dry
weather is stressful on trees, can
weaken them, and make them
more susceptible to illness, dis-
ease, and death. Young trees are
especially vulnerable. People
should look for yellowing leaves,
drooping or wilted leaves and
premature leaf drop and loss.

For best results, watering
should be done in the early
morning or evening.

Long and slow watering ses-
sions help water to soak into the
ground, encouraging deeper root

growth. Slow watering can be
done with a slow trickle from a
regular hose or soaker hose or by
using watering bags. Watering
should be done once a week,
while your tree is experiencing
drought conditions.

A rule of thumb is 10 gallons
of water per week per one inch of
tree trunk diameter.

For public trees planted re-
cently, the City provides watering
bags free of charge, which should
be removed in winter.

People should continue wa-
tering trees throughout the entire

year until it is too cold to use the
hose or the ground is frozen.

Flowers & Gardens
Plant bulbs such as crocus, daf-
fodils, hyacinths, tulips, and other
spring-flowering bulbs.

In cold-winter areas, mulch af-
ter a hard freeze. Spread 2 to 3
inches of compost, composted
cedar, pine, or fir bark, weed-free
straw, or similar material.

In northern areas, dig and
store tender bulbs such as tuberous
begonias, dahlias, and gladiolus.



By TESHA M. CHRISTENSEN
Todd Bol believes that every-

one does better if kids can read.
Because of that, the former Min-
nesota resident co-founded the
Little Free Library movement in
2010.

Since that first Little Free Li-
brary (LFL) was erected in Hud-
son, Wis. on May 8, 2010, the
idea has taken off.

The Little Free Library World
Map lists 9 LFLs in the Como
and Midway neighborhoods.

The idea of a Little Free Li-
brary is simple. A small structure
is erected in an accessible yard
and filled with books. The “Take
a book, return a book” system
means anyone can add to the
collection or take from it. Read-

ers include those over age 50, as
well as preschool children.

A child with 20 books in his
or her home will read up to two
grade levels higher than children
without, according to Bol. 

In September 2011, there
were 5 Little Free Libraries in
Minnesota. Now there are 900.
There is a LFL in all 50 states,
and in 50 countries.

Learn more at
http://www.littlefreelibrary.org/.

962 Como Ave.
Heather Lewis
After earning her master’s in li-
brary and information science in
2010, Lewis decided it was the
perfect opportunity to share her
love of libraries with her daugh-
ter’s Girl Scout troop. 

The troop used the LFL as a
vehicle to discuss several differ-
ent ideas. “We talked about the
value of reading and how impor-
tant it is to have access to
books,” said Lewis.

“We looked at the Little Free
Library International Google
Map and talked about how read-
ing is as important in St. Paul as
it is in Sao Paulo. Our Little Free
Library connects us to a commu-
nity beyond our neighborhood.  

“We also used as an oppor-
tunity for self-expression.”

The library was seeded with
donations from the Girl Scout
troop, and there has been a
steady stream of mystery books,
cook books, self-help books,
and, of course, kids books.

After building a chicken
coop in her backyard, Lewis
(who has no carpentry experi-
ence) found the confidence to
construct the LFL. 

The Girl Scouts contributed
some of the materials for con-
structing the library, painted the
outside of the library and proud-
ly signed the back. Once in-
stalled the girls had a grand
opening, serving cookies and
lemonade to neighbors who
stopped by.

Located right across the
street from Como Park (and near
a bus stop), their LFL sees a lot of
dog walkers, as well as bus riders

and kids on their way to the bus
stop.

“Our LFL has definitely
brightened our front yard,” said
Lewis. “We love it!”

786 W. Lakeview Ave.
Linda Leegard
“Sharing a love of books is a
wonderful thing,” said Leegard.
“I think it makes people happy.  I
know my grandchildren think of
it as kind of magical to just be
able to take a book.”

The library provides an addi-
tional way to meet and talk to
neighbors.  “I’ve now joined our
neighborhood book club and
knitting club, both of which I
never knew existed,” said Lee-
gard. “The library provides an-
other link to join us together.”

The library sustains itself, al-
though Leegard does visit garage
sales to be sure there are always
children’s book on hand.  

People of all ages stop at the
library — some just to browse,
some to find a book to read, and
some to add books. Leegard feels
especially gratified to see parents
with their children exchanging a
book they’ve read for a new one.

Leegard’s husband designed
and built their LFL, and she
chose the colors and painted it.  

“I love my library,” said Lee-
gard. “I couldn’t imagine our
house without it!”

821 Iglehart Ave.
Meg Thomas
“I knew I wanted a little library
the moment I read about them,”
recalled Thomas. She was a very
fast reader as a child, and her lo-
cal library restricted children to
three books at a time. “That was-
n’t really enough to last the two-
mile walk home! I was always a
bit book deprived.”  

For her 50th birthday, her
partner built one.  

They are new in the neigh-
borhood and the little library is
(slowly) helping them meet the
neighbors.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Little Free Libraries popping 
up in the neighborhood
Four library stewards share their stories

Girl Scout Troop 54001 helped construct Heather Lewis' Little Free Library
at 962 Como Ave.  After earning her master’s in library and information
science, Lewis decided it was the perfect opportunity to share her love of li-
braries with her daughter’s Girl Scout troop.

Linda Leegard buys children's books at garage sales to make sure there are
always some on hand in her Little Free Library.
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Libraries
Continued from page 6

One of the things she loves
is how other people take charge
of putting books in. One night
people took a copy of the U.S.
constitution and left about 12
books, “including a copy of a
children’s book on racism writ-
ten by a close friend - so sweet!”  

Lots of people stop by for
books, too — little kids, tough
looking teens, moms, people on
their way home from work.  

“One mom told me her
child was now potty trained -
thanks in part to a copy of
‘Everyone Poops’ she found in
there,” said Lewis.  

1162 W. Lafond Ave.
Rita Dalbec
Drivers, walkers and non-walkers
(toddlers and wheelchairs) visit

Dalbec’s LFL. “Some just look,
for others it is a jackpot,” she
said.

She believes the benefit of a
LFL is that books are available
outside of regular local library
hours and no cards are required.

Dalbec’s library has all types
of books.  “The inappropriate
books (porn) were removed by a
caring/attentive neighbor,” she
said.

Her 86-year-old, nearly com-
pletely blind father, Norbert
Nilsson, a retired St. Paul Police
officer, built this library. “Dad
came up with his own design
and used mostly donated materi-
als from my sister, a retired St
Paul school teacher, Susan Davis,
and a neighbor, Doug Montzka,”
said Dalbec. “The paint and li-
cense plate decor were my idea
and all the license plates are do-
nated from neighbors and others
far and wide.”

She added, “A little free li-
brary ‘takes a village’ to work.”

Meg Thomas stands next to the library in front of her house at 821 Iglehart
Ave. Her partner built her a library as a 50th birthday present. Thomas said
she knew she wanted one of the libraries the first time she read about them.

Open
Streets
Continued from page 1

“They’ll be able to see the
Green Line up close,” McDonnell
said. He added that the local tal-
ent being showcased on the
stages really means local. “This
will be a uniquely Saint Paul
event.”

Judd said a Passport Pro-
gram will also be part of the fes-
tivities. “People can pick up a
passport, go to designated areas
and get it stamped. They can
then return it to one of the liv-
able community booths and
have the chance to win a free
bike.” she noted.

More than 50 restaurants are
participating in Open Streets.
Judd said that with the expected
crowds it might be difficult to

prepare and serve full meals, but
she has encouraged many restau-
rants to pick the foods that best

represent them and serve those.
Judd said there will be three

stages throughout the event

(Hamline Ave, Victoria St and a
Little Mekong stage at Galtier St).
All programming was planned by
neighborhood organizers from
West Bank Business Association,
Project for Pride in Living (PPL),
Frogtown Neighborhood Associ-
ation, Asian Economic Develop-
ment Association (AEDA) and
Center for Hmong Arts and Tal-
ent (CHAT). Performances range
from spoken word artists, bands,
DJs, dance groups and much
more. Programming schedule
will vary at each stage, but will be
from 11am – 6pm during the
event. For more information visit
stpaulopenstreets.org or check
the Information Booths at the
event for a full line up. 

Although she is certain the
day will be 75 degrees and sunny,
McDonnell said the event will go
on rain or shine.

Bus routes will be re-routed
for the day, and Lexington, Dale,
Victoria and Western will be
open to auto traffic. 

Judd said the event has

drawn many sponsors, including
the Asian Economic Develop-
ment Association, the Arts Acade-
my, Frogtown Neighborhood As-
sociation, ASANDC, the West
Bank Business Association, the
Project for Pride in Living and
the City of Saint Paul.

“St. Paul Smart Trips will car-
ry on next year with Open
Streets, since MOD & Co. will
have ended its contract,” she
said.

She said that for a group of
people who had never before or-
ganized such a massive event that
shuts down streets, things have
gone very smoothly. The Mayor’s
office and Police Department
have also been fully involved. 

“I just wish there were more
time to find more good things to
promote,” she added.

McDonnell agreed that so
many individuals and groups
have been invaluably supportive.
“Everyone stepped up and came
together, and that bodes well for
future events,” he said.

More than 50 restaurants are participating in Open Streets. Organizers said
that with the expected crowds it might be difficult to prepare and serve full
meals, but restaurants have been encouraged to pick the foods that best rep-
resent them and serve those.

The Twin Cities German Immer-
sion School (TCGIS) opened
their new permanent home in
Como Park on the first day of
School, Sept. 3. The community
has worked very hard to make
this dream a reality, and the
school wants to offer their
thanks to those who helped
along the way. 

Construction will continue
into the fall as a new wing is
built connecting the existing
classrooms to the Aula, a Ger-

man word for “auditorium” at
the back of the former church.

As a tuition-free, public K-8
school, TCGIS strives to practice
equity and sustainability while
embracing active community in-
volvement and global citizenship
with a bilingual education. With
the new school year and a new
school building, they plan to cre-
ate new traditions to celebrate
and fulfill their vision "educating
children for informed and active
world citizenship". 

School moves into Como



Now in September—the 13th An-
nual Saint Paul Oktoberfest will be-
gin its family-friendly festivities on
Fri., Sept. 20, from 6-11pm, and
continues on Sat., Sept. 21, from
noon-11pm. This two-day event cel-
ebrates Germanic heritage and
everyone is welcome!

The events will take place at
The Klub Haus, 1079 Rice St., in the
North End of Saint Paul, near the

intersection of Rice St. and West
Magnolia Ave. There will be a $5
admission for all attendees 21 and
older; younger participants may at-
tend for free. The wristband is good
for both days. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.saintpaulok-
toberfest.org.

The Glockenspiel Restaurant
will provide the authentic German
food and desserts, with assistance

from Deutschland Meats. Beverages
will include German, domestic and
non-alcoholic beer, wine, pop and
water.

The Friday evening entertain-
ment will be in the big tent, with
The Alpensterne Band and an ap-
pearance from S.G. Edelweiss. Sat-
urday’s entertainment will be both
in the tent and up in the ballroom.
Music groups include The Bavarian
Musikmeisters Band, The Alpen-
sterne Band, Dolina Polish Folk-
dancers, the Wendinger Band and
Dale Grove the Accordionist. There
will also be a special appearance
from the Paulaner Girls. Children’s
Games will be available in the ball-
room until the late afternoon. A
band will be performing in the
ballroom in the evening for danc-
ing. Check the website for details.

Also on Saturday will be the
ever popular Dachshund Races and
the Bed Races:

--Dachshund Races at 3pm – A
event common at Oktoberfests
around the world. The races will be
held in a side parking lot on Mag-
nolia St. Advance registration of
your dachshund is required, so
please contact Deb Sand at 651-
253-5261; 

--Bed Races immediately fol-
lowing the Dachshund Races – Our

version of the original Oktoberfest
horse races. Win a cash prize for
your favorite non-profit. Registra-
tion will begin at 2:30pm. To 
sign up a four to six-person team,
please contact Gina Stokes at
gina.stokes@ci.stpaul.mn.us. 

The Saint Paul Oktoberfest is support-

ed by a collaboration of the German
American Heritage Foundation,
North End and Saint Paul community
organizations, and German heritage
and cultural groups throughout Min-
nesota. If you would like to volunteer
for the event, please contact Deb Sand
at debgrosskopf@hotmail.com or 651-
253-5261.
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39th Annual Arena Sale at
Minnehaha
Academy
4200 W. RIVER PARKWAY

MINNEAPOLIS
Fri., Sept. 13, 9am-7pm
($3 Adult Adm. – Fri, 9a-2p)

Sat, Sept. 14, 9am-2pm
Garage Sale with 15 well 
organized departments

No Strollers Allowed
MinnehahaAcademy.net

Next deadline:
September 30

13th Annual Oktoberfest moves to September

St. Paul Midway YMCA’s Harvest
Festival, celebrating their Teach-
ing Giving Garden, will take
place Tues., Sept.17, 4-6pm in
front of the YMCA on the “Big
Lawn” at Dickerman Park, 1761
University Ave. 

This event celebrates this
successful summer learning pro-
gram, which allowed kids to
plant, tend and harvest crops to
provide food for their families
and to the nearby Open Hands
Midway food shelf. Activities in-
clude: live music in the garden;
Yoga (4:20pm) and Zumba
(5pm) classes on the “Big
Lawn”; tours of the garden led
by master gardeners; tasting ta-
bles featuring vegetables grown

in the garden; gardening stories
under the big oak tree; group
creation of healthy living pen-
nant flags to be displayed in
Dickerman Park; and park
perimeter chalk walks around
Dickerman Park.

In case of rain, the event
will be held in the St. Paul Mid-
way YMCA.

A member of the Twin
Cities Corporate Giving Garden
Network, this community teach-
ing and giving garden was made
possible through a partnership
between the St. Paul Midway
YMCA, Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Minnesota, Cunning-
ham Architect Group and the
Minnesota Horticultural Society. 

Harvest Festival planned Sept. 17

Now in September—the 13th Annual Saint Paul Oktoberfest will begin its
family-friendly festivities on Fri., Sept. 20, from 6-11pm, and continues on
Sat., Sept. 21, from noon-11pm.



Wednesday suppers
at Jehovah Lutheran
Jehovah Lutheran Church will
offer free suppers at 5:30pm
Wednesdays through Nov. 20. A
donation of $2 for adults and $1
for children is welcome. Everyone
is invited. Church activities 
follow supper, including choir
and a women’s Bible study on the
Old Testament figure Gideon.
Women’s Bible study meets every
other Wednesday. The church is
at 1566 Thomas Ave. More infor-
mation is available by calling the
church office at 651-644-1421; e-
mailing jlc_dawn@msn.com; or
checking the church Web site at
www.Jehovahlutheran.org.

Craft fair set for
early October
Hamline Church Women will host
the Change of Seasons Craft Fair
and Marketplace 9am to 2pm, Sat.,
Oct. 5 at the church, 1514
Englewood Ave. Do some early hol-
iday shopping, buy baked goods,
gently used books, collectibles and
more. Table spaces available,
including space for outdoor ven-
dors with produce. Registration
forms on the church website at
www.hamlinechurch.org. Call 651-
646-3473 with questions.

11th annual Jazz Fest
scheduled Sept. 14
Join the fun at the Selby Avenue
Jazz Festival on Sat., Sept. 14.
Since 2002 on the second Satur-
day in September, the festival has
kicked off at the intersection of
Selby and Milton Avenues to cele-
brate the positive path taken by
neighborhood residents and busi-
ness owners. People from all
walks of life come together to
connect through music, food and
activities to engage in community.

The festival features a full day
of jazz from local, regional and
national entertainers, including
headliner Marcus Johnson, Damon
L. Brown, the Jazz Heritage
Showcase, and the LexHam
Community Band. You will find
vendors and community groups
represented in the UCare health
and wellness area, food, art and a
family fun zone for kids of all ages.
The whole event is organized by
Golden Thyme Coffee & Cafe. Find
out more information and a list of
performers go to http://www.sel-
byavejazzfest.com/

Hamline Library hosts
events in September
Hamline Branch Library, 1558 W.
Minnehaha Ave, is hosting multi-
ple free events in the month of
September. They invite the com-
munity to drop in and take advan-
tage of these programs.

On Fridays (Sept. 6, 13, 20,

and 27), 10:30-11am, Hamline
Midway Library hosts Toddler and
Preschool Storytime! Free, for chil-
dren and their caregivers. 

On Sat., Sept. 14, 1:30-3pm,
school age children can read with
Toby, the Paw Pals dog. Call the li-
brary at 651-642-0293 to pre-regis-
ter or stop by the front desk to
sign up. Free.

Sat., Sept. 14, 2-4pm, come to
the Bicycling in Traffic 101 work-
shop sponsored by Nice Ride.
Learn the basic skills needed to
safely "drive" a bicycle in an urban
environment. Following the course,
there will be a one-hour ride to
practice and model the skills taught
in the class. You must be 18 or old-
er to participate in the ride. Twelve
Nice Ride bikes will be available at
no cost for Bicycling in Traffic 101
participants. Call 651-642-0293 to
register. The event is free and open
to the public.

Mon., Sept. 16, 7-9pm, enjoy
poetry from the heart at the
Known by Heart Poetry Perform-
ance with Naomi Cohn, Sharon
Chmielarz, and Ed Bok Lee. Hear
poems presented from the heart
and join in the conversation about
poetry and the things we value
enough to remember. Free and
open to the public.

On Sat., Sept. 28, 8-10am, join
the 5th annual Library Love Fest
and the 2nd annual Library Love
3K Walk/Run/Stroll. The library
will be open early for special hours
the day of the event, so please
come enjoy browsing the library
collection and check out a silent
auction to benefit the Hamline
Midway Library Association. The
3K registration opens at 8am, with
the race beginning at 9am. This is a
perfect beginners' race, just 2 miles
long with a relatively flat course
down Minnehaha from Snelling to
Lexington. Pre-registered partici-
pants receive a groovy Library Love
T-shirt with a design donated by
neighborhood artist Jun-Li Wang.
For pre-registration or more infor-
mation, go to http://librarylove3k.
wordpress.com/ 

Ginkgo hosts 
library fundraiser
On Sat., Sept 28, Ginkgo coffee-
house will host its second annual
fall art fair. From 9am-4 pm, artists
will display and sell their wares
outside of the coffeehouse on
patios and sidewalks. This event
serves as a fundraiser for the
Hamline Midway Library, and is
held in conjunction with the
Library Fun Run!

Lil’ Explorer returns
to Como Park
Lil' Explorer Thursdays return to
Como Park weekly in the Visitor’s
Center! The free program, from
10am-noon each Thursday,
explores a different theme every
week from September through
April. Perfect for the 1-3 year old to
meet animal and plant visitors, see

story time, play games and many
other fun activities. On Sept. 19 the
theme is “Bird Buddies”, on the
Sept. 26, “Furry Friends”, on Oct. 3
is “Seeds and Sprouts”, and on Oct.
10 is “Down on the Farm.”

Exercise Class starts
for seniors Sept. 24
A new series of joint-friendly exer-
cise classes will begin Sept. 24 and
run every Tuesday and Thursday
from 2-3pm for eight weeks.
Sessions are offered at no cost and
will be held at Hamline Church,
1514 Englewood Ave. For more
information and to register, please
call Hamline Midway Elders at
(651) 209-6542. Drop-ins are wel-
come at any time. And look for
other classes, like Chair Yoga and
Living Well with Chronic
Conditions, in the upcoming
months.

New District 10
Community Garden 
The District 10 Como Community
Council  is planning to open a com-
munity garden just east of Snelling
between Almond and Albany for
the 2014 growing season, Anyone
interested in community gardening
is invited to join the Community
Garden Committee at their Kick Off
meeting on Thurs., Sept. 19 at
6:30pm at the Historic Streetcar
Station, 1224 N. Lexington 
Pkwy. The Community Garden
Committee is a new committee
charged with doing the ground-
work to get the garden up and run-
ning - developing garden rules and
policies, mapping out plots, setting.
Anyone interested in joining 
the committee should attend the
kick off meeting or email dis-
trict10@district10comopark.org.

Safety for Seniors
topic of luncheon
“Safety for Seniors” will be the
topic for the Tues., Oct. 8 lunch-
eon sponsored by Hamline
Midway Elders. Commander Matt
Toupal and Crime Prevention
Coordinator Pam McCreary from
the St. Paul Police Department
will discuss personal safety, home
safety, and scams targeted at sen-
iors. The luncheon is held at 1514
Englewood Ave. (Hamline
Church) and begins at 11:30am.
Free blood pressure checks are
provided, and free transportation
can be provided to seniors in the
Hamline Midway neighborhood.
For more information, please call
(651) 209-6542. 

Co-ed Drum Circle
planned Sept. 27
There will be a Co-ed Drum Circle
on Fri., Sept. 27, 6:30pm at
Women's Drum Center, 2242
University Ave. W. Percussion,

rhythm and freedom of expression
will be explored. All levels of expe-
rience are welcomed and encour-
aged. The fee is $10 at the door.
Drums provided. Info and regis-
tration at www.womensdrumcen-
ter.org.

Toastmaster offers
course in October
Sign up now for a beginner’s course
in speaking before groups. The
course, sponsored by Metropolitan
Toastmasters (www.metrotm.org),
will be held for 4 weeks on Thursday
evenings at 6:30pm, Oct. 3-24 at the
Goodwill/Easter Seals building, 553
Fairview Ave. N. To register in
advance or for more information
contact Frank Mayers (651) 488-
6139, email: frank62148@aol.
com148@aol.com.

La Leche group 
meets October 8
“Baby Arrives: The Family and
the Breastfed Baby” is the topic
of the meeting of the Como-
Midway La Leche Group on
Tuesday, Oct. 8. All expectant
and nursing mothers are invited
to attend with their babies and
toddlers. Call Heidi at 651-659-
9527 for more information.

“Crime After Crime”
part of film series
“Crime After Crime” will be
screened as part of the Women’s
Human Rights Film Series at
Merriam Park Library, 1831
Marshall Ave., on Wed., Sept. 18 at
7pm. “Crime After Crime” will fol-
lows the dramatic legal battle to
free Debbie Peagler, a woman
imprisoned for over a quarter cen-
tury due to her connection to the
murder of the man who abused
her. Despite suffering many injus-
tices and abuses, she remains an
inspiration to others, leading the
gospel choir and teaching other
inmates to read and write while
behind bars. She finds her only
hope for freedom when two rook-
ie attorneys with no background in
criminal law step forward to take
her case. Presented with The
Advocates for Human Rights.

Cleanup Day
scheduled Sept. 21
The annual neighborhood clean
up for the Como Park (District
10), Hamline Midway (District
11), St Anthony Park (District
12), and Union Park (13) neigh-
borhoods will be Sat., Sept. 21,
from 8am-noon. The annual
Neighborhood Cleanup is a one
day, one stop drop for all those
tough to toss items like electron-
ics, major appliances and con-
struction materials. Volunteers
from are again needed to make it
a success. Call your local commu-

nity council to volunteer, or go to
individual websites to see what
materials are collected, which
ones you pay for, and which ones
you cannot drop off.

Taste of Como
October Fest planned
“Taste of Como October Fest” will
be held at Holy Childhood Church,
1435 Midway Parkway, on Sept. 20,
between 5-9pm. (Adults 21 and
over only.) Advance Tickets can be
purchased at the church office for
$15 or call 651-489-2428. Tickets
are $20 at the gate. Come join your
neighbors for the good food,
drinks, music and friendship. 

Anxiety and Panic
support group meets
The National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) of Minnesota spon-
sors free support groups for persons
with anxiety disorders. The groups
help individuals develop better cop-
ing skills and find strength through
sharing their experiences. An Open
Door Anxiety and Panic support
group meets in St. Paul from 6:30-
8pm, on the 2nd and 4th Thursday
of the month, at Goodwill-Easter
Seals, 553 Fairview Ave. N., in Room
123. For information call NAMI at
651-645-2948, or go to www.nami-
helps.org.

Islam subject 
of Bible Study
Islam continues as the subject of
Bible study at Jehovah Lutheran
Church, 1566 Thomas at Snelling.
The hour-long sessions, in the air-
conditioned church lounge, feature
DVD lectures by John Esposito of
Georgetown University, covering
Islam from its origins to the present.
Discussion will be led by Jehovah
Lutheran Pastor Bob Benke and
others. It’s free and snacks are avail-
able. Beginning Sun., Sept 15, ses-
sions will be at 9:30am, and contin-
ue at that time on Sundays through
September. More information is
available by calling the church
office at 651-644-1421.

Tutors needed
Do you want to support Saint
Paul students as they learn and
grow? Are you interested in
becoming a volunteer tutor? The
Saint Paul Public Schools
Foundation is here to help match
you with a great volunteer tutor-
ing experience. Volunteer tutoring
opportunities include both non-
profit organizations, such as
Central Community Services and
Rock Star Supply Co, and the
local schools. If you’re interested
in tutoring or want more infor-
mation please contact Ellen
Nikodym at ellen.nikodym@spps-
foundation.org or at 651.325.4205.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Classes at 
Keystone Services
Keystone Community Services Sen-
ior Program at the Merriam Park
Community Center (2000 St. An-
thony Ave.), is offering several class-
es and programs in September. Call
651-645-7424 with questions or to
register.

--Beginning Line Dance Class-
es will start on Mon., Sept. 16 for 8
consecutive Mondays. The cost is
$6 per class or $48 for the 8 weeks.

--A presentation by Robert
Cureden, International Photogra-
pher and traveler, entitled “Egypt,
Cairo and Famous Sites” will be on
Mon., Sept. 16, 11am–noon. Call
to register for this free event.

--Health Insurance Counseling

will be available Thurs., Sept. 19
from 9am-noon (and every third
Thurs. of the month) Call for an
appointment for this free service.

--Matter of Balance is an 8
week program beginning on Thurs-
days from Sept. 26 to Nov. 14. It is
designed to reduce the fear of
falling and to increase the activity
levels of older adults.

--55 Alive Refresher Driving
Class will be on Sept. 19 from 5-
9pm.

--Beginning Line Dance for
eight Mondays beginning Sept. 16,
2:15-3:15pm. Call to register. $48
for the eight weeks.

--Beginning Chess Classes on
Tues., Oct. 8, 15, 22, 12:30 –
1:30pm. Cost is $2.

Optimism Walk for
Parkinsons Sept. 28
To help “Ease the Burden and

Find the Cure” for Parkinson’s
disease, the American Parkinson
Disease Association, Inc. (APDA)
is conducting its Annual Opti-
mism Walk event for Parkinson’s
disease on Sept. 28.  The St. Paul
walk will originate from Black
Bear Crossings at the Como Park
Pavilion beginning at 8am.  

Anyone interested in partici-
pating, by either walking or spon-
soring the event, should contact
the Minnesota APDA Information
and Referral Center via telephone
at 651-241-8297 or email at
joan.brandl@allina.com.

Optimism Walks will take
place in approximately 30 cities
nationwide. Parkinson’s disease
currently affects more than one
million people in the United
States alone.
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For the 10th year the Wild Rice
Festival will be held at Harriet
Alexander Nature Center (2520
N. Dale St., Roseville) on Sept.
14 from 8am-4pm! Presented
with the assistance of Northland
Visions and the Pow Wow
Grounds Cafe and sponsored in
part by Half Price Books and
North American Banking, this
family-friendly celebration of
wild rice, the Minnesota harvest,
and Native American culture is
an all-day event filled with good
food, fun activities, educational
presentations and engaging ex-
hibits. It will be held, free of ad-
mission charge, on the grounds
of the nature center.

Foods at the festival will
highlight wild rice products and
Native American foods. The an-
nual wild rice pancake breakfast,
8-11am, offers wild rice pan-
cakes, wild rice sausages, fresh
blueberries and 100% pure, local
maple syrup. At noon, additional
offerings will be provided by the
Pow Wow Grounds, a Native
American cafe in Minneapolis,
and could include wild rice soup,
Indian tacos, yogurt/wild rice
parfaits, buffalo “dogs” and fry
bread.

A major goal of the festival

is to provide education about
local Native American cultures
and traditions. Presentations,
9am-4pm, include Native Amer-
ican drumming, dancing,
singing, flute making and music,
storytelling, and traditional wild
ricing methods. In addition, the
Gibbs Museum of Pioneer and
Dakotah Life offers historical vi-
gnettes and a replica tipi with
representative artifacts of tradi-
tional Dakotah life. The festival
features hands-on seasonal har-
vest activities like honey extrac-
tion and apple cider pressing.
The resident beekeeper demon-
strates the honey extraction
process and fills bottles with
honey fresh from the hives. Vol-
unteers operate an apple cider
press where visitors can help to
squeeze cider from donated ap-
ples.

With the help of volunteers,
the Wild Rice Festival serves as a
major fundraising endeavor by
FORHANC to help provide ex-
citing new projects and displays
at the nature center. There is NO
CHARGE for the festival itself,
but proceeds are collected from
food and gift store sales, a silent
auction and donations from vis-
itors.

130 lb. baby born at Como Zoo

Como Zoo welcomed a new baby giraffe to its herd on Sept. 1 and was
introduced to the public Sept. 8. Coming in to the world at 5 foot 8
inches and 130 pound, she is the fifth calf born to mom, Clover and
the 17th giraffe birth at Como in the last 20 years. During the first
two years of a giraffe’s life, it doubles its height and can be over 12-feet
tall. Giraffe gestation lasts between 14 and 15 months, after which a
single calf is born. Like human fingerprints, the markings or spots of a
giraffe’s coat are unique to each individual.

Wild Rice Festival Set Sept. 14

Hamline University School of
Law was recently named one of
the top five “Best Value” private
law schools in America by The
National Jurist. Hamline was the
only Minnesota law school to
make the list and received a letter
grade ranking of ‘B.’ Only one law
school received a higher grade on
that list.

The other top five law

schools joining Hamline on The
National Jurist “Best Value” list
are Brigham Young University,
Baylor University, Notre Dame,
and Duquesne University. This is
the first time The National Jurist
has ranked private law schools
separate from public law schools.
Law schools rounding out the top
20 on the list include Yale, Stan-
ford, Boston College, and Drake.

Hamline U on "best value" list

The entire community is invited
to attend the “Annual Lasagna
Dinner & Silent Auction” spon-
sored by Hamline Midway Eld-
ers to be held on Fri., Oct. 18
from 5:30-8pm in the Fireside
Room of Hamline Church, 1514
Englewood Ave. Tickets for sen-
iors (ages 65 and older) and
children (ages 10 & under) are
only $5, while tickets for every-
one else are $10 in advance and

$12 at the door. Please bring the
family for a wonderful meal
(prepared by chef Erik Hen-
drickson),  purchase one or
more interesting items from the
silent auction, and listen to the
Native American style flute mu-
sic by WindSongs. To purchase
tickets and for more informa-
tion, please contact Hamline
Midway Elders at (651) 209-
6542 or info@hmelders.org.

Annual Lasagna Dinner planned Oct. 18



Monitor Want Ads are now $1 per
word with a $10 minimum. Send
your remittance along with your
ad to Monitor Classifieds, Iris
Park Place, 1885 University
Avenue, Ste. #110, St. Paul, MN
55104. Classifieds must be pre-
paid via cash, check, or credit
card. Classified ads can be e-
mailed to denis@deruyternel-
son.com. Want ads must be in the
Monitor before September 30 for
the October 10 issue. Call 651-645-
7045 for more information. Your
classified ad will also be automati-
cally placed on the Monitor’s web-
site at www.MonitorSaintPaul.com

ADDITIONS
Martin Dynneson & Son. Kustom
Building and Remodeling -
Kustom additions. Roofing, sid-
ing, exterior/interior painting.
Metal roofs, guaranteed for 100
years. Marty 612-724-8819. 2-14

AIR CONDITIONERS
Recyling discarded air condition-
ers. Free pick-up. No charge!
Roger 612-210-3529. 8-14

ANTIQUES
For Sale: Vintage 1900-1949
lights, house hardware, doors,
tubs, radiators, etc. Also furniture
hardware. 651-644-9270. 20% off
with ad. B-13

ATTORNEY
Creative Solutions With a
Personal Touch. Legal Services in
the areas of: Small Business, Wills
and Trusts, Probate, Real Estate,
and Family. Kirsten Libby, 855
Rice Street, Suite 100, St. Paul,
MN, 651-487-1208 www.libbyla-
woffice.com. B-12

BATHROOMS
Bathroom/kitchen!! Basement
finishing. Bad water pressure?
Sinks, Toilets and tub/surrounds.
etc. Ceramic tile. Basement bath-
rooms installed Call 612-275-
9815. 9-13

FOR SALE
Metal spare tire cover for van.
$60. 651-644-8377. 9-13

Rockwell Collectables Prints -
Plates - Bells - Cups - Thimbles.
Sterling Silver & Porcelain . 651-
592-4418. 9-13

LANDSCAPE
Dragonfly Design and Landscape
LLC. All areas of landscaping,
great crew and references. Call
Today and Save! Jean or Angie
612-529-5957. 9-13

LAWN CARE
Lawn/Snow Service, spring and
fall cleanups, gutter cleaning and
repair. 651-699-2832. B-12

MOVING SALE
Moving Outstate Sale - Fri-Sat.
Sept. 20-21, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 1809
Englewood, framed art,
stemware, furniture, jewelry,
household. 9-13

PAINTING
Interior/exterior painting, enam-
eling, plaster patching, free esti-
mates. Bob. 651-633-5565. 12-13

Painter Jim. 25 years experience.
Small jobs wanted. 651-698-
0840. 3-14

All Seasons painting/repair. Wood
frames/stucco, power washing.
Window glazing. Gutter cleaning.
Quality workmanship. Insured. 651-
699-2832. B-12

Wallpaper removal, painting, small
jobs wanted. Jim 651-698-0840. 9-13

PET SITTING
Wagners Pet Sitting. Walking Day
and Overnight Care. 651-771-
0421. B-13

PIANO TUNING
Quality piano tuning and repair.
Reasonable rates. Call Robert
Clough @ 612-722-7586 or e-
mail: robtclough@aol.com. 12-13

REAL ESTATE
Homes for Sale - Contract for deed,
1395 Thomas, 3+ bdrm., $1,000
P&I. Sparkling. 1484 Albert, 3
bdrm/3 bath. $1,000 P&I. Now!
DeLisle Owner/Agent. 651-488-
0561.

SERVICES
Castle Keepers, LLC. Housecleaning
Services. Customizable cleaning to
fit your budget. Call - 651-415-0060.
10-13

Martin Dynneson & Son. Kustom
Building and Remodeling -
Kustom additions. Roofing, sid-
ing, exterior/interior painting.
Marty 612-724-8819. B-13

Tracy Young Rude / Norwex
Independent Sales Consultant /
www.TracyYoungRude.Norwex.bi
z 11-13

WANTED TO BUY
Paying the most for your furniture,
dishes, glassware, knickknacks, cos-
tume jewelry, antiques, pictures,
lamps, household items, etc., I
make housecalls. Call Mary. 612-
729-3110. 9-13

**WANTED** - Old Stereo, HiFi
Equipment, HAM, and Cameras.
Andy 651-329-0515. 2-14

WINDOWS/SCREENS
Custom making/repairs. Thermal
windows; fix frames, glazing.
Kendall's--651-489-3210, 651-
776-6996. B-12
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Classifieds
Monitor

LANDSCAPING

LAWN CARE

Retaining Walls • Pavers • Sodding • Planting and Pruning 
• Lawn Care Sprinklers Contracts • Irrigation Systems

BEAKS
Quality Lawn Care & Landscape Services

Spring Clean-ups • 651-224-9299

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651 644-8567
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

CONCRETE
SIDEWALKS,
STEPS AND 

STUCCO REPAIR

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOW

good for basements
any size

CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE

WORK
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

Classifieds
$1 per word
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District 10
Continued from page 4

Of course, changing a line on a
map doesn’t do anything besides
change a line on a map.  The real
work of the change, the work of
reaching out to and engaging new
District 10 residents in the work of
the organization, will start in
earnest in 2014.  Watch our website
at www.district10comopark.org for
information on informational
events and other opportunities to
participate.  If you don’t already re-
ceive it, I strongly encourage new
District 10 residents to subscribe to
our free weekly e-newsletter by fol-
lowing the link on our homepage.

The Challenges
If you’ve followed the boundary
change over the past year, you’ve
probably seen stories describing
some of the challenges posed by
the change. One of the major chal-
lenges is financial, the other relates
to the way in which the boundary
change occurred.  I’m a bit more
hopeful about these two issues to-
day than I was a few months ago,
as continued citizen pressure
through District 10 and other dis-
trict councils has prompted action
on the part of the city.  

A committee, composed of
citizens and district council repre-
sentatives from across St Paul, will
begin work this fall on the cre-
ation of a public, fair, and trans-
parent process for future boundary
changes that is respectful to the in-
dependent role of district councils.
On the financial front, the mayor’s
office has heard and given a good
preliminary response to our re-
quest to take steps to avoid placing
District 10 in an untenable finan-
cial situation next year by allowing
us to retain some of the over
$10,000 in city funding that will
be removed from the neighbor-
hood as a result of the boundary
change.  

Ultimately, the citizen partici-
pation process and the district
council system rely on the engage-
ment of neighbors in work to
make our neighborhood stronger.
As we welcome new residents to
our organization, we encourage all
Como Park residents to join us,
either by volunteering as a board
member, a committee member,
or at one of our neighborhood
activities.  

Metro Transit
Police
Continued from page 1

“I fundamentally believe that
when I got here, the department
was understaffed,” said Harring-
ton, whose background is in com-
munity policing.

In the last year, Metro Transit
has added administrators, supervi-
sors and officers. There were 22
new part-time officers added in
April 2013, and 19 full-time in Au-
gust. Another 26 part-time officers
will join the ranks this fall. 

In the hires, Harrington has
sought to create a department that
reflects the communities it serves.
When he was chief of the St. Paul
Police Department, he sought to
ensure that 20% of officers were
people of color and/or women.
He hopes to reach that goal again
while at Metro Transit. Of those
hired in August, half were people
of color, and several were multi-
lingual, Harrington observed. He

pointed out that 100 foreign lan-
guages are spoken within the
Metro Transit area. 

“We have a lot of work to do
until the department is truly re-
flective,” Harrington said. “This is
just the beginning.”

The cost of each officer is
$93,000 per year (salary, benefits
and supplies). Metro Transit Police
Department’s total budget in 2013
is roughly $12.41 million.

There are currently 12 officers
dedicated to the Hiawatha Blue
Line, a number that isn’t enough
staff for a beat cop system. Har-
rington hopes to bump that up
and has asked for an increase in
his 2014 budget to do so.

The two most common
crimes on light rail are disorderly
conduct and the theft of electron-
ics and backpacks, both on and off
the train, said Harrington. 

Each day, 260,000 people
hop on a Metro Transit bus and
train. When there’s a problem, of-
ficers average a 2 minutes or less
response time.

CHALLENGES OF 
A MOVING SYSTEM
The 83 full-time Metro Transit po-
lice officers cover the second
biggest jurisdiction in the state,
one that stretches over 8 counties,
90 cities, 3,246 square miles and 3
million people. 

The size comes with its set of
challenges, one Harrington be-
lieves only a department dedicated
to transit can handle. He pointed
out that the crimes Metro Transit
deals with don’t fit easily in one
geographic space, which makes it
tough for city police departments
to handle. For instance, a bus
might start out from St. Paul and
end in Minneapolis. The victim
might live in Brooklyn Center and
the witnesses spread throughout
several other cities. So, whose job
is it to handle, who does the fol-
low-up and who pays for it?

Metro Transit’s Police Depart-
ment was created 20 years ago in
acknowledgement of those prob-
lems, pointed out Harrington.
“We are unique,” he said. 

That’s not to say Metro Transit

works alone. Rather, the depart-
ment partners with many other or-
ganizations. Harrington is current-
ly working to establish formal
memorandums of understanding
with the many cities and other en-
tities (such as the University of
Minnesota) in their jurisdiction to
clearly outline who handles what.
His goal is that each group “share
information so that investigations
can be seamless and the perpetra-
tor brought to justice,” Harrington
said.

PAST EXPERIENCE A BOON
To accomplish this task, Harring-
ton is relying on the relationships
and colleagues from his 30 years
with the St. Paul Police Depart-
ment, six of which he spent as

chief there. He believes that the
trust he has built over up his ca-
reer is a boon to him in his posi-
tion with Metro Transit. 

From his time as senator, Har-
rington has brought a broad view
of problem solving. 

“The legislature prompted me
to look at things from a regional
perspective,” Harrington said.

The mission of Metro Transit
is to be a safe, cost-effective and ef-
ficient provider of transit through-
out the metro area.

Since he came on board in
September 2012, the role of metro
transit has shifted and changed a
lot, Harrington pointed out.
“We’ve pretty much reinvented
ourselves,” he noted.

“This year we’ll go through
another reinvention.”

“We’ve pretty much 
reinvented ourselves,”

- Metro Transit Chief John Harrington


